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2020 BGRI Technical Workshop: Register now!

IMPORTANT DEADLINE! Abstract submission extended to December 13, 2019!!
DECEMBER 13, 2019 is the deadline to submit abstracts for the 2020 BGRI Technical
Workshop, June 1-4, 2020, in Norwich, UK at the John Innes Centre. When you complete
registration for the workshop, you will find a link to submit your abstract for consideration as
an oral plenary session or as a poster. Register NOW!
Since the launch of the BGRI in 2008, this will be our 9th workshop.
Don't miss this important opportunity to connect with the BGRI community. Engage with your
peers about wheat research, hear from cutting-edge presenters, tour the research fields of
the John Innes Centre, and take part in training sessions led by global experts.
We will also honor the recipients of the 2020 Gene Stewardship Award and the 2019 and
2020 Jeanie Borlaug Laube Women in Triticum Early Career and Mentor awards.
Check out our video!

Register now for BGRI 2020.

Early Warning System for Wheat Rust in Ethiopia

Yoseph Alemayehu, one of the researchers behind the early warning study, carries out a field
survey in Ethiopia by mobile phone. Credit: Dave Hodson/CIMMYT

Example of weekly stripe rust spore
deposition based on dispersal forecasts.
Graphic: Univ of Cambridge/UK Met Office

Example of weekly strike rust environmental
suitability forecast.
Graphic: Univ of Cambridge/UK Met Office

New research developed by a global collaborative team describes the revolutionary early
warning system using field and mobile phone surveillance data together with forecasts for
spore dispersal and environmental suitability for disease to predict and mitigate wheat rust
diseases in Ethiopia.
The early warning system puts Ethiopia at the forefront of early warning systems for wheat
rust.
"Nowhere else in the world really has this type of system. It's fantastic that Ethiopia is leading
the way on this," said Dave Hodson, principal scientist with CIMMYT and co-author of the

research paper. "It's world-class science from the UK being applied to real-world problems."
The ATA's Farmers' Hotline in Ethiopia now has over four million registered farmers and
extension agents working to enable rapid dissemination of timely rust information throughout
Ethiopia.
This important research was reported in October in Environmental Research Letters.

Read CIMMYT's article here.

Read the Environmental Research Letter here.

Work on
Himalayan P.
striiformis
Population Published
in
APS Journal
Phytopathology
In a study undertaken in a
collaborative effort by the
South Asian Wheat Disease
Consortium led by Sajid Ali's
Genetic divergence and diversity of yellow rust has been
group in Peshawar, Pakistan,
observed in Bhutan, Nepal and Pakistan.
great diversity and divergence
in Himalayan Pst populations was observed, suggesting the potential for yellow rust
epidemics across large geographical regions.
Read Sajid's BGRI blog here.

Surveying for Barberry and Rust in Spain - May 2019

Dolors Villegas takes notes in Bronchales, Spain, on May 31,

2019. Credit: Carlos Cantero-Martínez.
Spain is a potential bridge for the movement of stem rust and yellow rust between Africa and
Europe.
Dolors Villegas and Carlos Cantero-Martínez surveyed seven provinces in Spain, while Fernando
Martínez-Moreno and Ignacio Solís took samples in Granada and Cádiz for barberry and stem rust
and yellow rust infection. Samples were shared with the GRRC and the CDL for analysis.
Read Dolors' blog here.

Surveying for Stem and Yellow Rust in Ethiopia - October 2019

Rusty fields in Ethiopia,
October 2019.

Preparing a sample.
Photos: Maricelis Acevedo

Walking a farmer's field in
Ethiopia.

An international team of pathologists, including Dave Hodson, Yoseph Alemayehu,
Maricelis Acevedo, Pablo Olivera Firpo, and Habtamu Tesfaya, undertook a wheat
stem and stripe rust survey trip in Ethiopia in October, visiting farmers' fields and wheat
plots at various research stations to monitor the level of rust disease and collect
samples. Race analysis of samples will be conducted at Ambo, the CDL and the
GRRC. These trips are made possible with funding by the Borlaug Global Rust Initiative
through the Delivering Genetic Gain in Wheat (DGGW) project.
Read more about this year's Ethiopia trip here.

In the News
Perspective: Whole and Refined Grains and Health -- Evidence Supporting "Make
Half Your Grains Whole" Nov 4, 2019
Emergence of the Ug99 lineage of the wheat stem rust pathogen through somatic
hybridisation Nov 7, 2019
Hans Braun and Alexey Morgunov receive top honors from US agricultural scientists
Nov 13, 2019
Ronnie Coffman elected AAAS fellow Nov 26, 2019

Opportunities

Tenure track barley pathology faculty position available at North Dakota State
Dr. Robert Brueggeman, Professor, barley pathology, North Dakota State University (NDSU),
has moved on to Washington State University. The NDSU Department of Plant Pathology
seeks applications for a 12-month, tenure track position at the assistant/associate professor
level with research (95%) and teaching (5%) responsibilities. The successful candidate will
develop an externally-funded research program that focuses on Fusarium head blight and/or
foliar diseases of barley. Review of applications will begin January 6, 2020. Applicants must
apply online at https://jobs.ndsu.edu (posting number 1901314 or keyword search
"barley"). Direct any questions to Dr. Jack Rasmussen, Department Chair,
at jack.rasmussen@ndsu.edu

Events
2020 CIMMYT Visitors' Week
March 16-20, 2020: Obrégon, Mexico
March 16, 2020: Field Day
2020 Borlaug Global Rust Initiative Technical Workshop
December 13, 2019: Deadline for plenary or poster abstracts
May 31 and June 1, 2020: Training opportunities prior to the workshop
June 1-4, 2020 (Norwich, UK): Workshop proper
Preliminary program TBA in December.
Registration is open now.

Ongoing
The Art and Science of Rust Pathology and Applied Plant Breeding
World-renowned wheat pathologists and breeders discuss host-pathogen interactions,
surveillance, breeding and more in this comprehensive online course designed for early- and
mid-career wheat researchers.

Contribute to the BGRI newsletter and social media
If you have any news of interest to the BGRI community, please send us a message and we
will try to include it in subsequent BGRI newsletters! We also publish and share stories on
our Twitter and Facebook accounts. Use @globalrust to tag any contributions.
Events, career and educational opportunities, photos, and new publications are especially
welcome.
Contact BGRI newsletter editor Linda McCandless or the BGRI.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Borlaug Global Rust Initiative
| bgri@cornell.edu |
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